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                A turboprop-powered TBM 700 is shown in service with the France’s Army Light Aviation (ALAT). 
 

 

Daher underscores its relationship with France’s Army Light Aviation  

(ALAT) on the military service’s 70th anniversary  
 

 

Pau, France, September 25, 2024 – The Daher Aircraft division participated in this month’s 70th 

anniversary celebration of France’s Army Light Aviation (ALAT), highlighting the military service’s 

utilization of TBM turboprop-powered aircraft in its transportation, liaison and support missions. 

 

The milestone was marked by a symposium and flyby last week on the Army base of the 5th 

Combat Helicopter Regiment (RHC) in Pau, southwestern France. This event brought together 

representatives of France’s armed forces, government officials, as well as families of ALAT 

personnel, and was overseen by the French Army Chief of Staff, General Pierre Schill. During 

the celebration, Daher highlighted the company’s maintenance, engineering, logistics and 

support services for military operators, as well as exhibiting its Kodiak 100 utility aircraft. 

 

TBM 700s are flown by the ALAT, with eight of them based at Rennes-Saint-Jacques Airport and 

operated by the Army’s Aircraft Detachment. 

 

"Daher was honored to participate in the ALAT’s 70th anniversary because of the close ties we 

have with the French Army Aviation – which is one of the most active users of our TBM airplanes," 

said Nicolas Chabbert, CEO of Daher Aircraft. "The celebration also was an opportunity to 

reiterate our commitment to ensuring the maintenance of the ALAT’s TBM fleet in operational 

conditions for flight safety and aircraft availability, as well as our capability to meet its future 

operational needs.” 

 

The TBM 700 was selected by the ALAT in the early 1990s to support the French Army’s transport 

missions. TBM 700As – the cornerstone version of the TBM aircraft family – were ordered in 

1992, with deliveries occurring between February 1995 and year-end 1999. It was supplemented 

in 2000 by TBM 700B versions with a wide door. 

 

This fleet is maintained by Daher under a full operational support contract, renewed for the fourth 

time in 2021 for a period of seven years. 



 

 

 

In 2010, the French Government’s DGA defense procurement agency selected Daher to carry 

out the avionics renovation of all TBM 700s operated by the French armed forces – including 

those in service with the ALAT. This modernization, which was completed in June 2014, included 

installation of the Garmin G1000 glass cockpit avionics suite with a digital autopilot, accompanied 

by upgrades to meet civil and European airworthiness certification standards. 

 

The upgrades also involved: 

• Installation of an APIBOX flight data recording and management system from the iAero 

company; 

• Replacement of the emergency locator transmitter (ELT) with a more compact Artex ME406 

version; 

• Replacement of the weather radar with a more recent version and the integration of a 

Stormscope storm detection device; and 

• Implementation of additional cabin enhancements for passengers. 

 

The ALAT was officially formed in November 1954 as the successor to France’s light artillery 

observation aviation. At its creation, the MS 500 "Criquet" – an aircraft from Morane-Saulnier, a 

predecessor to Daher Aircraft – made up the military service’s fleet, with 40 aircraft in operation. 

These short takeoff and landing (STOL) aircraft provided observation, artillery targeting, ground 

troop support and medical evacuation missions, and their STOL characteristics can be 

considered as a forerunner to Daher's Kodiak utility aircraft family. 

 

About Daher – www.daher.com / www.tbm.aero / http://www.kodiak.aero 

As an aircraft manufacturer, industrialist, industrial service provider and logistician, Daher today has 

approximately 13,000 employees for a turnover of 1.65 billion euros in 2023. With its family ownership, 

Daher has been focused on innovation since its creation in 1863. With locations in some 15 countries in 

Europe, North America and Asia, Daher designs and develops value-added solutions for its aeronautical 

and industrial customers and partners. 

Daher is on the following social networks: 

   @DAHER_official 
 Daher 
 Daher_Official / DaherTBM / DaherKodiak 
 @Daherofficial / @DaherTBM / @DaherKodiak 

 
 
About Daher’s aircraft product line – www.kodiak.aero / www.tbm.aero 

Daher manufactures two families of single-engine turboprop airplanes: the Kodiak utility aircraft in 

Sandpoint, Idaho, USA, and the very efficient pressurized TBM in Tarbes, France. 

 

Current TBM versions in production are the TBM 960, with Garmin’s G3000 integrated flight deck; and the 

TBM 910, equipped with the Garmin’s G1000 NXi avionics system controlled by a keypad. Both models 

offer increased automation and superior performance.  

 

The Kodiak versions are unpressurized 8-10-seat airplanes equipped with Garmin’s G1000 NXi avionics. 

The Kodiak 100 series III is powered by a 750 shp. PT6A-34 engine, with the capability of operating on 

uneven and unimproved runways, as well as on water in the amphibious version. The Kodiak 900 has a 

900 shp. PT6A-140A engine, a longer fuselage for more passenger room and cargo space, a cruise speed 

increase to 210 KTAS, and a greater useful load while offering a maximum range of 1,129 nm. Both offer 

a unique combination of robust construction, STOL characteristics and remarkable useful load, well-suited 

for multi-mission operations such as surveillance, MEDEVAC, skydiving and more. 

 

As of July 15, 2024, a total of 351 Kodiaks and 1,212 TBMs have been delivered worldwide, with the entire 

fleet accumulating more than 3 million flight hours. 
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